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                 GIVING THANKS 

What a wonderful tradition our country has setting one day a year aside that focuses on gratitude. Thanksgiving is a 

day when family and friends gather around the table to feast on a meal. It gives us permission to pause as we 

reflect on the many blessings in life. However, as people of faith, every day is thanksgiving as we know God sends 

blessings to us daily.    

One of the Thanksgiving traditions in our family is to have each person share one thing they are thankful for in life 

before we say the meal prayer. My family still cherish a special memory of the last Thanksgiving meal shared with 

my father. My dad, a man of few words, spoke tenderly about the love he had for each of his family members, 

especially his wife, our mother. Tears were shared by all as he expressed love and gratitude. We did not know it 

would be our last Thanksgiving with our father, but we are grateful for the ritual and tradition. We often take family 

and friends for granted and may not express our appreciation for them. Thanksgiving gives us an opportunity to say 

thanks to those people who are important to us. 

I continue to give God thanks for Bethlehem Lutheran as I have the privilege and honor to serve you as your interim 

pastor. The new Mission Forward Team is being formed and will begin the next steps to call a new pastor. Time was 

needed to build trust and discern the right process for Bethlehem. Thanks for your patience. I will be attending a 

training event for intentional interim Pastors at Luther Seminary prior to the time the Mission Forward Team’s 

Commissioning Service on November 11. The resources gleaned from this training will enhance the team’s work, 

benefiting the whole congregation. 

Every week, as we gather around the altar and share the Lord’s Supper, I look out into the congregation and give 

thanks for all of you. Thanks to the 30 plus members needed each week to assist with the worship service. Thanks for 

the 25 plus members who share their musical gifts and serve on the mission councils, thanks for those who host 

coffee fellowship. Thanks to the many teachers and mentors who teach our young people. Thanks to all of you 

who show up every Sunday and reflect God’s presence. Thanks to the many of you who have already 

submitted your Time and Talent Survey and Commitment Card and those who still 

plan to return them. What a gift it is to be part of a faith community that supports one 

another as we strive to faithfully follow Jesus in our homes, workplaces, and communities. 

What are you thankful for in life this Thanksgiving? 

CALL PROCESS UPDATE Thank you for all the nominations for the Mission Forward Team and Call Committee. 

The council is in the process of selecting the Mission Forward Team. This team will be commissioned at worship 

on Sunday, November 11. Once commissioned, they will begin their training and develop a plan for the 

coming months as they develop the Ministry Profile necessary for calling a new pastor. 

CALL PROCESS FORUM Each month during one of our coffee fellowship times, there will be a forum 

dedicated to the call process. The first forum will take place on Sunday, 

November 4. This coincides with the first new member class as we will 

reflect on the “Bethlehem’s Saints” who have gone before us. What are 

the stories that have shaped our ministry in the past? Future forums will 

focus on our current and future ministry. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED November is 

Bethlehem’s month to help the 

residents of NewAldaya Lifescapes 

each Sunday morning pushing 

wheelchairs for residents to attend the 

10:30am worship. Four or more people to help 

each Sunday morning would be greatly 

appreciated! If you are able to volunteer,  plan to 

arrive outside the Chaplain's office by 9:50am. A 

sign-up sheet is available on the Welcome Table in 

the Church Lobby. ??? Contact Marie Gregersen, 

296-6875, or June Belz, 859-4258. 

COUNCIL ON SERVICE CHRISTMAS PROJECT 

The Council on Service will be doing their annual 

Christmas project. Bethlehem will be adopting 

several local families. Each child receives three 

gifts and parents are given a gift card. Food 

baskets are also prepared. Stars will be up in the 

Fellowship Hall beginning November 19 and 

directions will be posted. Gifts need to be 

wrapped and returned by December 9.  

If members would rather make a monetary 

donation, make checks payable to Bethlehem 

with “Christmas Project” clearly marked in the 

memo. Thank you to all who help make this a 

wonderful Christmas for many in our 

community. ??? Contact Service Mission Council 

members. 

We will be decorating the 

Sanctuary with poinsettia plants 

again on Christmas Eve. If you 

would like to donate one, there will 

be a collection box with envelopes 

on the Welcome Table November 

11. The envelope will have a place to print your name 

and a place to print the name, “in memory of” or “in 

honor of”, for whom you are giving. The price for each 

plant is $12 which includes a 7” pot with foil, ribbon, 

saucer, tax, and delivery. Please make check payable 

to Bethlehem with “poinsettias” in the memo line. The 

last day to donate will be Sunday, December 2.  

LET’S TALK TURKEY  

The month of November is 

Hospice and Pal l iat ive                 

Care month. Communities 

throughout the country are 

encouraging individuals and 

families to have conversations 

about a topic no one likes to 

talk about: end-of-life and 

funerals. Join Pastor Audrey following the November 11 

potluck for a conversation and information session on 

advance directives and funeral planning. To state your 

own wishes for end-of-life and what you want for a 

memorial or funeral service can be a wonderful gift                 

to share with your family and. Many, who have 

participated in “Let’s Talk Turkey” conversations, have 

shared these wishes at Thanksgiving when families 

gather to give thanks for family, faith, and friends. 

A volunteer is needed to 

help serve pizza on 

November 28 for the 

W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t 

meal.  During Advent, we  

offer a soup supper after 

t h e  s e r v i c e  o n 

Wednesday evenings. 

We are in need of volunteers to do the soup 

suppers. Soup suppers will be on December 5, 12, 

and 19.  If you can help with these meals, please 

contact Heather at heather@bethlehemcf.net  

 

STAFF GIFT  

The Congregational Council 

invites you to join us in expressing 

our thanks to the entire paid staff 

with a bonus gift. Monetary gifts, 

clearly marked as “Staff Gift,” 

may be placed in the offering 

plate or dropped off in the office by December 31. 

Courtney Lubs - Congregational President  

ANNUAL REPORTS Due December 

15. Please email them to Rachel,  

rachel@bethlehemcf.net 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS November 

4, set your clocks back. 

DATE CHANGE 
Sunday, November 

11, following 11:00am           

worship                     

Ovens  available            

at 10:00am              

Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:heather@bethlehemcf.net


 



 



 

Christmas is the time of giving. Consider remembering loved ones by giving a gift to our 

Global Farm Challenge (GFC). Look for special ornaments near our GFC display to hang 

on the little Christmas tree to represent your gift and our GFC goal. “Noisy” offering 

(change) may be placed in the trough. “Quiet” offering also welcome. Make checks 

payable to Bethlehem with Global Farm Challenge clearly marked. Envelopes also are 

available in the trough and may be placed in the grey lockbox near the Church Office 

door. ??? Contact Karen Dowell, dowell.family@cfu.net or Robin Souhrada, 

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

A++ CONGREGATION As our congregation continues to support mission 

efforts from our 2018 Youth Gathering group, we are excited to let you know 

we have raised $2388 for our Global Farm Challenge. Remember all donations 

will be matched up to 4 farms ($715 each). 

STEWARDSHIP  is at the heart of Bethlehem’s mission --- an extension of our call to 

serve. Bethlehem is blessed with members who sustain a tradition of living its mission. 

We do this in vibrant and exciting ways, with time, talent and resources. This includes 

everything from spirit-filled worship and thriving multigenerational ministries to 

outreach and welcoming others to Christ’s table.  

We are generous stewards of Bethlehem’s spaces, ensuring the church and its 

campus are used and useful. A large portion of the church’s giving goes to support 

and sustain vital ministries and programs. To that, we add additional support to those with vital needs, be they 

spiritual, physical, emotional, or financial.  

Bethlehem is a community that extends trust. This includes equipping congregational leaders as stewards of 

Bethlehem’s resources. These leaders have worked diligently to create an annual operating budget that reflects 

a desire to ambitiously carry out Bethlehem’s mission while carefully managing spending.  

In 2018, Bethlehem faces a ministry plan shortfall of nearly $25,600 based on updated projected giving. This is 

due, in part, to weeks when giving fell below that of previous years. Congregational Council has explored ways 

to offset anticipated shortfalls. This includes identifying some cost savings from additional operational 

efficiencies. These measures will reduce the anticipated shortfall by an estimated $10,000. Council members 

also observed the additional Sunday in September added to the month’s totals and helped decrease the 

expected shortfall to approximately $15,600. 

Council has identified two possible solutions:  

The first is undesirable --- a fallback plan, at best: Bethlehem can reduce its benevolence contributions until 

giving returns to projected levels.  

In recent years, our benevolence giving led the ELCA to recognize Bethlehem as one of two congregations --- 

nationwide --- with the highest contributions.  

We had no idea; we had simply done what we do. We want to keep it up. We want to continue supporting the 

church’s mission of outreach to a hungry world. We believe Bethlehem’s benevolence giving is essential. 

Therefore, our desired course of action is to prayerfully ask you to help us 

reduce the shortfall.  

To bring current giving in line with projections, an additional $15,600 is 

needed before the end of the year. It might look like 48 of us giving an 

additional $325 before the end of the year. Broken down by weekly giving, 

that’s an additional $32.50 per week, per person. 

Or, 100 of us could give an additional $20 per week per person. And so on. 

You get the idea. The point is that many of us, working together, can bridge 

this gap. Doing so will assure that Bethlehem continues to live out its mission 

to “share the bread of life with a hungry world.”  - Congregational Council 

 
SEPTEMBER 2018               

UNIFIED GIVING  
 

Income: $237,782 

Mission Plan: $265, 907  

           ($28,225) 



NOVEMBER 2018 

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage in 

the Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in our 

lives.  

Friends in Faith will meet November 18, 6:30pm in the 

Church Library. We will be watching and discussing 

videos of the speakers at the Mass Gathering evening 

sessions at the Youth Gathering in Houston. All women 

are welcome; bring a snack to share and your own 

beverage. ??? Contact Diane Kestner, 277-2469. 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast will meet November 17, 

7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall to study the gospel 

reading appointed for worship the next Sunday. Join us 

for bagels, orange juice, and coffee while we 

study. ???  Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914. 

November 2018…Young children will enjoy Book About 

Jerry, a photograph book that talks all about a young 

boy and his qualities, feelings, and activities. It is a good 

book to help your child compare their attributes to his. Readers will enjoy The Fantastic Gifts of 

Fall. Included is a Bible verse on every other page. It celebrates this Autumn season. Mary and 

Martha and Other Bible Stories is for proficient readers also. There are 4 Bible stories in this book, 

as well as the Lord’s Prayer with an explanation of the different parts of it. Families will enjoy 

Tomorrow Begins at Bedtime, a book about nighttime prayers, told with a story and a song at the 

end of each prayer. Seeds of Faith is for adults. It is a collection of true stories that are proof of 

the promise that even if our faith is as small as a mustard seed, it will be enough. All of these 

books may be found in the library or on the bookshelves by the classrooms.  

The Mission Moments throughout the month of 

October members shared why they joined 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Classes for anyone 

who is interested in joining BLC are invited to the 

new member classes on November 4, 11, and 

18. New members will be received on Sunday, 

November 18. Extend an invitation to someone 

you may know who  is searching for a new 

church home. ??? Contact Heather, Ministry 

Coordinator, heather@bethlehemcf.net 

LIVING LUTHERAN BROWN BAG & LEARN 

Many BLC members receive the ELCA’s Living 

Lutheran magazine. Join Pastor Audrey for a 

conversation on the articles that have inspired 

your faith journey. These luncheons will be held 

on the 2nd Tuesday 

of every month, 

starting November 

13, from 11:30am 

to 12:30pm.  Bring 

your copy of the 

October issue of 

the magazine 

(Titled:  Heaven 

and Hell), along 

with your lunch.  

WEATHER ALERT Winter weather will be 

here soon.  As a reminder, if the Cedar 

Falls schools are closed or dismissed early 

on a Wednesday due to weather, all 

Wednesday night activities at the church 

will be cancelled. 



 

 

319-266-3541 

office@bethlehemcf.net 
 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 

Pastor Audrey Lukasak 

507-358-6924, pastor@bethlehemcf.net 
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation                   

robin@bethlehemcf.net 
 

Rachel Storm - Office Manager 

rachel@bethlehemcf.net 
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

heather@bethlehemcf.net 
 

STAY CONNECTED 

www.bethlehemcf.org 

#blcsharing 

www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church-

ELCA/45155212584266?ref=hl 

“Enhancing lives through a commitment to individualized care                                                                 

in a home empowered by God’s love.” 

Some years ago, NewAldaya conceived of and built a Main Street on our campus. This 

addition made us unique not just in the Cedar Valley, but in senior services broadly. It allows us 

to “enhance lives” for residents of NAL and the Cedar Valley. In this final newsletter piece, I’d 

like to highlight what our Main Street offers. 

*All of Main Street is open to the public. That means you can stop by anytime to enjoy food in the River Rock 

Cafe. Catch your coffee klatch, ponder a panini, or savor a salad. Follow NewAldaya on Facebook or 

subscribe to our email newsletter to see the weekly specials Chef Bre has planned.  

*Meet friends for drinks at Elm’s Pub.  Every Friday from 5:30-8:00pm there is live music and drink specials in the 

pub. Off the beaten path, Elm’s has great atmosphere. Follow us on Facebook to see who is playing next!  It 

might be BLC member Isaac Smith’s band Night Mayor!  

*Rent space on Main Street for meetings, parties, recitals, weddings, and more! Our talented Chef Bre will 

cater your event, too.  

*Take fitness classes or work out at the Wellness Center. Tai Chi, Yoga, and power fitness classes available. All 

people 65 and over may use equipment at the center at no cost!  

Sincere thanks to all those who have supported and continue to support this important ministry! The 

opportunities for service I’ve shared through the last several months are just a few of those available. I 

encourage all of you to share with others the stories of your involvement, and what it means to you. If you 

have questions, contact: Lisa Nelson, NAL Board President, at 319-464-6143, or lisa.nelson111@gmail.com  

Young Adult & Campus Ministry  

Lutheran Student Center 

2616 College St., CF 

November Ministry Schedule 

Pints of Grace:  Tuesdays, 7:00pm  

at Pepper’s, 620 East 18th,  Cedar Falls  

Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults, 

18-30 years old, where fellowship and 

conversations of faith are enjoyed. Come 

relax, enjoy a soda or beer, and gather 

together as brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 

LSC Worship: Wednesdays, 8:30pm 

Dinner preceding, 7:30pm 
 

LSC Coffee House: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

8:00pm. Enjoy free coffee, smoothies, 

cookies, music, and fellowship at the LSC. 

Bible Study: Tuesdays, 8:15pm at the LSC. Join 

Jon and others for a lectionary Bible study 

focusing on the texts used in church the 

coming Sunday.  

*LSC Thanksgiving Dinner 

Wednesday, November 14, 7:30pm 

All are welcome! 

**No programming November17-24 
 

??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI LSC Campus                       

Minister, Jon.Fry14@gmail.com, or visit 

www.lutheranstudentcenter.org 

The Lutheran Student Center is an ELCA 

partner in ministry with Bethlehem and St. 

John Lutheran churches.  

SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL BETHLEHEM MEMBERS 

COLUMBARIUM 
There will be a special informational meeting Sunday, 

November 18, 4:00pm for members of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church about the proposed columbarium at 

Bethlehem. What is a columbarium? Good question. The 

word columbarium refers to a burial vault for the 

containment of urns holding cremated human remains. 

The meeting will include a proposed design and 

projected cost for the project. Be sure to attend!                          

– Columbarium Committee 

mailto:lisa.nelson111@gmail.com
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Sunday 

November 4th  

We Recognize                

All Saints’ Day  

During Worship 

We will remember and 

celebrate those, both 

living and dead, who 

have guided us on our 

spiritual journeys  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 21, 7:00pm  

Corinthian Baptist Church 

915 Willow St., Waterloo 
We will join other congregations associated with the                                                                         

Eastside Ministerial Alliance in grateful worship  

Meet in the church parking lot if you would like to carpool 

Bethlehem’s Annual                               
Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 4 
 

4:30pm Program: Featuring Michael James Facciani  
5:30pm Dinner: Pork loin, mashed potatoes,                

vegetable, salad, roll, and pie                                                  
Call the church office if you can help out 


